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w‘MThe Passing Scene

Sin Of Omission As Demoristrated
Again In An American History Book

‘ BY P, B, YOUNG

~O. MUCH “history” has been written that minimizes, or ig-
S nores almost entirely, the part American Negroes have played

in building America, and in preserving her freedom from
external and interna! enemies, that it seems unimportant te
mention a new-comer to this collection of inaccurate and biased
literature. But the latest volume, consider-
ing the enormity of ils offense, in the name
of history, is receiving some attention in this
column, . '

“A Pleture History 'of World War II,” is the-
title of 364 pages (724 photographs), and text,
on the late world conflict. - It is published by
Life Magazine and its affillates, The com-
pilation was supervised by o board of edi-
tors, One very careful student of lierature
examined the volume from cover to cover, Y
and found that the only refernce to-the part D
Negroes played In World War II is a picture Mit. YOUNG
of a colored man in Naval uniform playing an accordion at
the late President Roosevelt's funeral.” That is all the notice
that the volume gave to the one million Negro fighting men who
participated in the war, -

* L L .

“It seems incredible,’ wrole Roy Wilkins, NAACP execu-
tive secretary, to Andrew Helskell, publisher of Life Maga-
‘zine, “that any board of editors in this post-war period could
have got together a book of 364 pages of pictures and text on
World War II and failed {o include at least {two or three photo-
graphs indicating that one-tenth of the population of America
had its share of men in the uniform of their countiry, doing
their best all over the world .in the fight sgainst Hitlerism
and Japanese {imperialism." ’ .

Then, after glving Mr. Helskell assurances that he was
not {rying o maintain that Negroes won the wsr or any greal
operation of it, Mr. Wilkins gave a brief summary of some of
the things that Negro Americans did:

“Negro enginser and Jabor unlia helped to bulid the aletlelds In
the FEngllsb countryside feom which our hombers ralded Enrope each
night; Negenas {n the Merchant Marine lielped 1o earry supplies on the
jong Murmansk run and to other ports in tha worlds Negro fighter
pliots heiped Lo cover rhe Anzio bench-hend IRndings und later flew
cover for our hombers working on southenst Furopeasn targels; Negro
Amerlenn truck dsivers helpad In the vital supply llne tor Montgomery's
teoops agninst Rommet) i North Afrlea: Negro Amerienn truck and
quartermuster troops were also au imporinn? pnrt. of the famous Hel
Ball supply line aeross Furope after the Normandy thvasion,  Divle
Mifter, n Negro mess. pitendunt, was ona of the heroes of Peart Harhor;
Negro englneees and coustruction companles helped in bufiding hases
in the Pacifie and had a conspicuous part 1u the hullding of both the
Alean highway and Ledo tond; the Negro combat troops were in hoth
Europe and the Pacltie; In the mifer theatre Negro unlts pacticipated
In the Okinawn and (wo Jima assuults; the late. General fatton had
at least one Negro tank ontflt with him; Negro tronps participted In
the Hattle of tha Bulge, und_in the Navy, in the Iatler years of fhe
war, Negroes in ratings olher than of mess atfendant did thelr share
of fighting” '

Lile's history production is in the American {raditlon.
‘Mr. Wilkins' magnificent protest has been backed up by many
others, but we doubt that the publishers will reconsider their
omissions,

* * ®

In the public and private libraries of this country may be
found many volumes purporting to relate Amerlean history.
Practically all of these volumes have the characteristics of the
“Picture History of World War IL” ~Thus, the American pec-
ple as a whole, and peoples in other parts of the world who
read American history, do not know of the part dark-skinned
Americans have played in the building of this nation. Negroes
have made their contribution in agriculture, mining, manufac-
turing, rallroad building, mechanical inventions and scientifie
discoveries., In peace and war, Negroes have borme a part of
America’s burden,

In America’s war for independence; in the second encounter
with Great Britain in 1812; in the war with Mexico; the Civil
War; the Spanish-Amerlean Wai; World War I, and World War 11,
American Negroes proudly played their parl, but no Amerlcan
historian has had the decency or the honesty to record the facts
truthfully. - '

From the time that the American child enlers the gle-
mentary school, until he compleles his college education, he
sludies text books, and listens to instructors who distort the
truth and closes his mind to the real facts of Negro life, and
to the contrihution the Negro American has made to the de-
velopment of his country. -

" In the two volume.study of all phases of Negro )ife in Ameri-
ca (An American Dilemma) by Gunnar Myrdal, the Swedish So-
clologist, the following statement appears; . “White people, gen-
erslly, know litile or nothing about the Negro's performance as
s soldier. Deliberale aliempis have been made 1o minimize
the Negro's military reeord.” ‘
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